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An attempt to detect mass movement associated with
large volcanic eruptions (VEI 4 or higher)
using satellite gravity data

Yuta Mrrsur' and SHUN KONAGAT

Abstract GRACE (Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment) mission had clarified global time-
variable gravity fields since 2002. The time-variable gravity fields represent spatiotemporal mass
redistribution on the Earth. Using GRACE level-3 data provided by CNES/GRGS, we attempt to
detect signals of mass movement related to volcanic eruptions. We focus on the gravity data for 13

volcanoes where large (VEI 4 or higher) eruptions occurred, and perform a regression analysis with

linear, annual, and semiannual components. We find that only Icelandic volcanoes have notable
signals of positive changes in the linear trends of gravity (Eyjafjallajokull and Grimsv6tn) and negative
offset (Eyjafjallajokull) associated with the eruptions. These signals can be attributed to responses of

surrounding glacial system to the eruptions rather than mass movement by the eruption themselves.

In addition, small but significant signals have also been detected in other volcanoes, but their

interpretation is still difficult.

Key words: Volcano, glacier, gravity, GRACE, mass movement, Iceland.
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Fig. 1

Spatial distribution of 13 volcanoes with large eruptions (= VEI 4) during 2004-2014.
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Table 1 Lists and coordinates of volcanoes with large eruptions (> VEI 4) during 2004-2014, and their eruption start/end times.

WK B AR M KAE T
K P[] MEEELC]

[E/A] [/A]

(d) Manam 145.037 -4.08 2004/10 2009/12
(e) Rabaul 152.203 -4.271 2006/8 2010/1
(j) Chaiten -72.646 -42.833 2008/5 2011/5
(i) Okmok -168.13 53.43 2008/7 2008/8
(h) Kasatochi -175.508 52.177 2008/8 2008/8
(f) Sarychev Peak 153.2 48.092 2009/6 2009/7
(1) Eyjafjallajokull  -19.633 63.633 2010/3 2010/6
(b) Merapi 110.442 -7.542 2010/10 2012/7
(m) Grimsvotn -17.316 64.416 2011/5 2011/5

(k) Puyehue -
-72.117 -40.59 2011/6 2012/4
Cordon Caulle

(a) Nabro 41.7 13.37 2011/6 2012/6
(g) Tolbachik 160.326  55.832  2012/11  2013/9
(c) Kelut 112.308  -7.93 2014/2 2014/2
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Fig. 2 Examples of the time-series data of the gravity change and the results of the regression analysis. For each figure, the gray dots represent

the GRACE data, the black line is the regression curve, and the brown dotted line is its linear component. The red vertical lines indicate

the start and end times of volcanic eruptions.
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Fig. 3 Changes in the linear trends of gravity before and after the eruption and their 95% confidence intervals.
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Fig. 4 Gravity offsets before and after the eruption and their 95% confidence intervals.
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Appendix The time-series data of the gravity change and the results of the regression analysis, for the other volcanoes
than those in Fig. 2. For each figure, the gray dots represent the GRACE data, the black line is the regression curve, and
the brown dotted line is its linear component. The red vertical lines indicate the start and end times of volcanic eruptions.
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